
 
A MINERALS SUPPORT PACKAGE FOR CPRE SOUTH WEST BRANCHES 
 
1.Context 
 
1.1.  Mineral working differs from most other types of development in that minerals 
can only be worked where they occur.  Because mineral deposits are not distributed 
evenly across administrative boundaries, some counties have to fulfil wider ‘regional’ 
or even national needs for specific minerals.  It is also a ‘temporary’ use of land, 
though that can be measured in decades and can result in a permanent change in 
the landscape, as with a deep rock quarry. 
 
1.2. Planning consent for minerals working is the responsibility of county councils (in 
2 tier authorities) or unitary authorities.  Although there is now no regional tier, the 
Government has retained Aggregate Working Parties (AWPs) on, in effect, the 
previous regional basis, unless mineral planning authorities (MPAs) opt to re-group. 
 
1.3. The South West region, as it was, is nationally important for the supply of 
aggregates; Somerset is one of the 3 major English county producers of crushed 
rock, sending substantial exports by rail to London and the South East. 
 
1.4. Extraction and processing of China clay in Cornwall and Devon and ball clays in 
Devon and Dorset are also of national significance and the company developing the 
Hemerdon tungsten mine project in Devon claim it will be of international importance. 
 
1.5.  Counties in CPRE South West have a wide variety of building and roofing stone 
types, some of which are of national significance and of very localised occurrence.  
Often they are worked intermittently, but over a long quarry life. 
 
 2.  National Government Guidance 
 
2.1.  Key planning policy guidance is now provided in the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) issued in March 2012 –    
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2 
 
2.2.  Technical guidance on aspects of the NPPF, including minerals, was also 
issued in March 2012 –   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework-
technical-guidance 
 
2.3.  Guidance on the Managed Aggregate Supply System (MASS) was issued in 
October 2012 and deals with monitoring supply and demand for aggregates (crushed 
rock and sand and gravel) and with the composition and role of AWPs –   
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-the-managed-aggregate-
supply-system 
 
2.4.  National and Regional Guidelines for the provision of aggregates in England 
2005 – 2020.  These were issued in June 2009.  Although regions have now been 
abolished, the figures for the South West are still relevant as a guide to supply needs 
and the data compiled by the AWP (formerly RAWP) have been based on the MPAs 
within the old South West region.      
 



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-and-regional-guidelines-for-
aggregates-provision-in-england-2005-to-2020 
 
 2.5.  Planning practice guidance for onshore oil and gas was published by CLG in 
July 2013.  It covers hydraulic fracturing – ‘fracking’.     
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-practice-guidance-for-onshore-
oil-and-gas 
 
2.6. National Planning Practice Guidance.  This is intended to replace a large volume 
of practice guidance in still extant documents inherited from the previous 
Government.  It is currently (September 2013) a draft and has not yet been formally 
issued by CLG.  The current link to the minerals section is:-  
 
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/minerals/what-are-
mineral-resources-and-why-is-planning-permission-required/ 
 
3.  CPRE National Office guidance 
 
3.1.  In October 2012 National Office issued Planning Campaign Briefing 12 – 
Minerals.  The publication covers changes resulting from the publication of the NPPF 
(March 2012) and the Localism Act 2011.   It describes the main changes in minerals 
planning policy and procedure and offers advice on how to campaign effectively -   
 
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/housing-and-planning/planning/planning-campaign-
briefings/item/3160-planning-campaign-briefing-12-minerals 
 
4. Local sources of information 
 
4.1  The first source of information is the minerals local plan, which may be at various 
stages of production.  See Planning Campaign briefing 12. 
 
4.2  Mineral planning authorities also publish useful background information on topics 
relevant to their areas.  One recent example is an informative FAQ on onshore oil 
and gas published by Hampshire County Council_; 
 
http://documents.hants.gov.uk/mineralsandwaste/onshoreoilandgas-faq.pdf 
 
 
 


