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The go-ahead for so many commercial 
wind and solar projects in North West 
Devon in the wrong places is blighting 
this lovely part of the country, argues 
PENNY MILLS, chairman of CPRE 
Devon.
It is crystal clear to all of us here in 
Devon, particularly in the north west 
of the County - West Devon, North 
Devon and Torridge District - that 
there has been a huge increase in the 
number of commercial renewable 
energy schemes.
The reason, plain and simple, is 
money - and vast quantities of it! 
For example, a landowner with 
a single commercial wind turbine 
can earn £1m over its lifetime with 
the financial outlay paid for by the 
developer.  A developer can expect 
to earn approaching £8m from the 
same turbine. 
The “official” reason is the UK's 
need for renewable energy. But 
should it be renewable energy at any 
cost? And why should this particular 
area with its beautiful and peaceful 
countryside, making it a popular 
holiday destination, bear the brunt? 
This is at a time when many people 
in our area are struggling financially, 
jobs are few and far between, and 
those jobs are mostly low paid. 
Torridge is one of the lowest waged 
areas in the country.

What's more, one in four households 
here are already in fuel poverty, 
spending 10% or more of their 
income on energy. So additional 
green subsidies on top of the current 
energy cost will inevitably result in 
further hardship.
There also appears to be a complete 
lack of democracy in their imposition. 
There are numerous examples 
of large numbers of local people 
objecting to a scheme in their 
community, only to be ignored and 
approval given.
One local example that comes 
to mind is where hundreds of 
objections were lodged with the 
Local Planning Authority against 
a large wind turbine, without any 
in support, yet this overwhelming 
local opinion was dismissed and 
permission granted.
At the time of writing, taking the 
north west districts of the County 
alone (the South Hams is also 
currently being targeted), there 
are 156 large single wind turbines 
approved/operational; another 65 
currently in planning; 22 at appeal 
and dozens in scoping and screening. 
For Devon as a whole, the figures 
equate to 313 wind turbines either 
already permitted or in the planning 
process. 

More than 3,500 acres of agricultural 
land have either been permitted as 
solar farms or are in the planning 
system, and therefore will no longer 
be producing food for our growing 
population. 
The figures are alarming.  We keep 
running totals of numbers of turbines 
and acres of solar farms on our 
website - www.cpredevon.org.
uk - which is proving an invaluable 
tool to help not only our branch and 
our members, but journalists, local 
residents, and house hunters alike.
We've received more than a dozen 
enquiries recently from people 
looking to move to North Devon, 
but concerned whether the property 
they are interested in buying may 
become blighted by one of these 
commercial renewable energy 
schemes. Needless-to-say when 
they learn that there is a scheme 
nearby, they choose to look 
elsewhere.
Many of the approved wind turbines 
have not yet been built. So what 
you see here now is the tip of the 
iceberg, compared to how many 
there will be.  Increasing numbers 
of local residents see these “get 
rich quick” renewable schemes as 
fundamentally changing the nature 
of our area, from a tranquil rural 
farmscape which attracts visitors who 
spend their money here, to one of 
a brutally invasive industrialisation 
which will be here for at least the 
next 20/25 years.
They look to us at the Devon branch 
for help. There is no doubt about 
it that the landscape is now a wind 
turbine landscape. Not only is our 
landscape being blighted, but our 
ancient heritage is also suffering from 
the impact of inappropriately sited 
schemes – as our photograph clearly 
shows. 

 
from the West
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By remembering CPRE Kent when considering your Will you can help 
ensure we will be here protecting the Kent countryside well into the 

future. 

If you are thinking of writing a Will or have already had a Will written, please think 
about leaving a gift to CPRE Kent. 

Kent law firm Whitehead Monckton is delighted to support CPRE Kent by donating 
£50 for every Will, or for a couple a pair of Wills, made on behalf of                                      

CPRE Kent supporters. 

You can find out more about CPRE Kent and how you can support us by visiting 
www.cprekent.org.uk 

To talk to someone about leaving a gift to CPRE Kent please contact  
Vicky Ellis 01233 714540 or email info@cprekent.org.uk 

Help protect the future of Kent’s countryside by 
helping us today 

There is a fear that the majority of listed buildings in north Devon 
outside the towns and cities will soon fall within the settings of the 
inexorable march of these huge wind turbines and massive solar 
farms, and so much will be lost. 
It is fair to say that this topic has dominated our workload in the last 
few years at the Devon Branch and we are all kept extremely busy.  
But we will continue to work hard to try to protect this beautiful part 
of the countryside from any further damage.  We know, however, 
that we are fighting a constant rear-guard action and nothing 
concrete will change until the subsidies are ended.
Web: www.cpredevon.org.uk

WE ARE 
VULNERABLE 

thoughts from the environmental group

Graham Warren

That’s not another attempt to drum up more 
recruits, but a quote from the chief executive of 
a large multinational food corporation.
It is facing up to the fact that many of the 
hotter and drier parts of the world now use a 
substantial proportion of their annual rainfall - as 
much as three quarters in some cases - irrigating 
crops that we import to sustain our demand for 
year-round out-of-season produce.
A combination of population growth, climate 
change and the rising global cost of food 
production will sooner or later show itself in our 
supermarket grocery bills – if it hasn’t already.
This could provide the incentive to intensify the 
use of our own farmland. What price then for 
solar panels? Bernard Woods’ timely review 
is one important outcome of numerous lively 
debates. Management of the world’s water 
resources and food potential is no longer 
someone else’s problem. Even the Garden of 
England could be heading for a makeover.
This is not all we worry about at our two-
monthly brain-strainings – with exotic coffees 
and assorted biscuits provided.
There is always fracking. Kent branch is working 
with local village groups looking at concerns and 
bringing common sense and knowledge of the 
hazards of shale gas development and its impact 
on our increasingly vulnerable and precious 
groundwater resources.
We support and share our experiences with 
other CPRE Branches and local anti-fracking 
groups in Sussex and Surrey.  As to whether we 
make a difference, we think we can.

“We’re going to run 
out of water before we 

run out of oil.”
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