
 
DEVON BRANCH 

 
ANNUAL REPORT 2014 

 
The 50th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE ABOVE BRANCH 

WILL BE HELD ON 
 

WEDNESDAY 1st JULY 2015 at 3.30pm 
 

At Old Heathcoat School Community Centre, 81 King Street, Tiverton EX16 5JJ 
 
 

                                                                 Our countryside is now littered with 'greyfield' sites. 
AGENDA 
1. To receive apologies for absence 
2. To confirm and sign the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th April 2014 
3. To receive and approve the Annual Report 
4. To receive the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2014 
5. To appoint the Independent Examiner 
6. Address 
7. Election of Officers (President and Vice Presidents) Trustees and Executive Committee 
8. Announcements 
9. Any Other Business                                                                               Refreshments 

*GUEST SPEAKER* 
 

Martin Hesp, Editor-at-Large, Western Morning News 
 

www.cpredevon.org.uk 
 

Registered Charity No: 245317 



.



Minutes of the AGM HATHERLEIGH 17TH APRIL 2014. 
 
The retiring President, Robin Hogg, opened the AGM with a warm welcome to our CPRE 
Members and all those present with an interest in the countryside. 

He intended to get through the agenda as quickly as possible so that our guest speaker, 
Michael Morpurgo OBE, had as much time as he wanted to talk to us about “Children and 
the Countryside”. This had been the busiest year we could remember; with a tsunami of 
planning applications threatening to overwhelm our District Chairs and their small teams. 
The rash of Planning Applications for housing, wind turbines and solar farms threatened to 
have a major impact on the countryside, the local economy and those who live there. Our 
Website www.cpredevon.org.uk provided an easy, inter-active way to find out what is going 
on near you. He encouraged all present to put in their post code and have a look.  

AGENDA  ITEMS. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.   Geoffrey Sworder, Vice President & Vice Chairman; 
Mrs Carole Box, Torbay; Sir Ian Amory, Cllr Kelvyn Shantry, Tim Emerson, Cllr Rod 
Hawes, R. Fenner,  David Bailey, Mrs Elizabeth Cummings, Philip Ward Green, Tim 
Baker, Sheilagh Head, Mrs Laura Leigh, George Truell 

2. TO CONFIRM & SIGN THE MINUTES OF LAST YEAR. Acceptance of these ‘for 
the record’ was Proposed by Bob Barfoot  and Seconded by Chris Weatherall. 

3. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

Both this report and that for Exeter & East Devon had been issued separately on 
the website. There being no questions from the floor, approval was  Proposed 
by Penny Mills and Seconded by Bob Harvey. 

4. TO RECEIVE THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST 
DECEMBER 2013.  The Hon Treasurer gave a short presentation on the accounts 
and asked for any questions from the floor.  There being none, acceptance was 
Proposed by Penny Mills and Seconded by Martin Taylor. 

5. TO APPOINT AN INDEPENDENT EXAMINER.  JOHN WILSON.  John Wilson's 
acceptance for the 2014-2015 period was gratefully acknowledged.  Support for this 
appointment was Proposed by Bob Barfoot and Seconded by Dr Philip Bratby. 

6. ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  There had been some changes since our last AGM. 

SIR SIMON DAY had agreed to take over as our President 

PENNY MILLS had relieved TONY MILTON as the Chair of CPRE Devon. 

MARGARET HALL had relieved TIM HALE as Chair of Exeter & East Devon. 

REBECCA BARTLEET had relieved MARTIN TAYLOR as Chair of West Devon. 

PETER FINCH had come to the rescue of the Teignbridge District after a long spell 
without a District Chair. 



The President expressed his gratitude for those who had carried the torch for their Districts 
for so long and with such distinction. In continuing, the President wished all too briefly to 
commend these people: 

TIM HALE had not only been the Chair of East Devon & Exeter but was his predecessor 
as Chair of CPRE Devon. He was also a founder member of the County Branch Forum, a 
forum where all the County Chairs come together to exchange experience and best 
practice across the country, important to ensure that our National Office had a real feel for 
life out in the countryside. His contribution to CPRE Devon had been a key part of its 
development. 

MARTIN TAYLOR, long also a member of the Devon Conservation Forum, had brought his 
knowledge and long experience to bear on our discussions.  

TONY MILTON had passed on the torch to Penny after a short but decisive spell as our 
Chairman for which we were all very grateful.   He then turned to: 

GEOFFREY SWORDER, who remains a Vice President but who will no longer sit on the 
Executive Committee. Geoffrey came to CPRE from a distinguished career in industry and 
had occupied almost every senior post we had to offer from District to County Chair. He 
had been a source of sound advice and a repository of what has gone before that had 
prevented us from “re-inventing the wheel”; the curse of many charities. 

SIR SIMON DAY needed no introduction. He had been the Chair of the SW Regional 
Assembly, Leader of   Devon County Council and of the Devon & Cornwall Police 
Authority. A past High Sheriff, land owner and countryman, he would be an invaluable 
asset to us in the future. 

The Executive Committee had asked the current President to act as a VICE PRESIDENT 
for the coming year for two reasons: He had designed and implemented the new website 
and, whilst it bedded down, it would be useful to have him “on the team”. There was also a 
practical reason: he lived in the same village as the Treasurer, thus making him a “Second 
Signatory to CPRE cheques”. This was a role that would speed up our administration. 

In proposing the election of officers for this coming year. The President then asked for 
approval: 

 

For the election of our New PRESIDENT:  SIR SIMON DAY.   This was proposed by 
Carol  Hughes and Seconded by Peter Cleasby    

 

For the election of our three VICE PRESIDENTS:  

 

GEOFFREY SWORDER, TIM HALE AND ROBIN HOGG. This was proposed by 
Bob Barfoot and seconded by Lavinia Thorpe     



 

For the election of the TRUSTEES, to be elected en bloc: 

PENNY MILLS, BOB BARFOOT, BOB HARVEY, JULIE RUDGE, MARGARET 
HALL, CAROLE BOX, REBECCA BARTLEET, PETER FINCH and PETER 
CLEASBY 

This was  Proposed by George Travis and Seconded by Lavinia Thorpe 

The TRUSTEES would then convene a separate meeting after the AGM to elect the other 
Officers; Vice Chairmen and so on. 

The President then went on to say that he would not want to close this part of our AGM 
without thanking MALCOLM AVERY, who had been an inspirational Branch Development 
Manager of CPRE Devon. He was the first of these and had pioneered the role of the key 
person who stood in support of  the Chair and Executive Committee, producing research 
material in support of our work, helping to run the Charity effectively and, as many of you 
saw, giving impressive presentations and briefings to the public. We needed a relief for 
him in what is a paid job that would suit many self-employed or retired people. Whoever 
we chose would join a team of which we can all be proud and grateful. 

Marion Trotter, who had been our Branch Secretary for 10 years was also retiring. He  
knew that he spoke for all those past Chairs, who had counted on her support and abilities, 
in saying a very sad farewell to her. Like all the best secretaries her work had largely been 
unseen but without which it would have been very hard for us to operate effectively. She 
had also been the walking archive of what we had done before, what worked and what 
certainly did not. He spoke for every one of us working with CPRE Devon, in wishing her 
well for the future and wished to record our thanks for all her work over these many years. 

The President then handed over to Chairman, Penny Mills.  Penny thanked Robin for 
having been CPRE Devon’s President and is very grateful that Robin will still be available, 
especially with the new website.  She reported that lots of contacts are coming through the 
website over concerns with wind turbines and solar farm planning applications.  There is 
evidence that house buying and tourism is now being affected.  But she said that we have 
to carry on fighting and opposing the big schemes as they have a dramatic and detrimental 
effect on the landscape. 

Penny introduced Tony Dallyn a Winkleigh farmer who turned down £1m from developers 
who wanted to put a wind turbine on his farm, because it would ruin the rural landscape. 
Tony was presented with an honorary membership of CPRE Devon in recognition and said 
he was overwhelmed at the gift and gave his very grateful thanks to Penny. 
 
Penny told the audience that we are a small charity and very grateful for all the support but 
we do need more members and to please consider joining us.  We do have a battle on our 
hands as the countryside is under huge threat.  We are lucky that we have 2 experts on 
our team in renewable energy and planning - Dr Philip Bratby and Bob Barfoot who can 
help. 
 
The Chairman drew attention to the map on the wall on which had been plotted all the 



dozens and dozens of wind turbine applications throughout Devon, which clearly shows 
the story of the tsunami of applications which have bombarded our countryside, and 
explained that one of the reasons for choosing Hatherleigh as the venue for the meeting 
was because 2 commercial scale turbines were now proposed near to the town.  She 
thanked the Community Centre for allowing CPRE to use the marvellous hall for our 
meeting. 

The President then introduced our guest speaker Michael Morpurgo OBE.  In so doing he 
said: 

It was always good to introduce someone who was already well-known, not just to those in 
this room, but across the world. The Author of “Warhorse” and numerous other books, and 
the founder of the charity “Farms for City Children” already had a special place in our 
society. He also had our gratitude for adding his weight to the campaign to stop the spread 
of huge wind turbines across this part of Devon. 

CPRE Devon had long being trying to encourage children to take an interest in the 
countryside by running the Pam Parker Map Competition for children of Primary School 
Age. This competition required children to draw an illustrated map of their village and had, 
over the years, produced some astonishing results.  

Our attempts, to reach out to the secondary school age group, had manifestly failed. We 
issued all our news bulletins and other material on FACEBOOK and TWITTER, but this 
age group seemed to have little time beyond trying to grow up, pass exams and keep in 
touch on Social Media! 

Wendy Lawrenson, a long time supporter of CPRE Devon, had now left us a most 
generous legacy specifically for the “purpose of developing an interest and appreciation of 
the countryside in children”. He would welcome any suggestions from Michael Morpurgo 
as to how we might make use of this bequest. 

In welcoming him to the AGM, the President acknowledged just how lucky we all were to 
have such a very busy man sparing an afternoon to talk to us. 

Michael thanked CPRE Devon for inviting him.  He began his talk on 'Children in the 
Countryside' by leading us through his journey from being born in Bradwell-on-Sea, and 
the good fortune to read poems and stories about the countryside which sparked his 
interest.  Clare his wife spent holidays in Devon and is very inspired by the landscape and 
fell in love with the countryside as a child. 

He explained that all children are urban and if they don’t live on farms they have no idea of 
the countryside.  Children are locked into urban thoughts and limits.  It is so important for 
the larger towns and cities inhabitants to know and understand what goes on in the 
countryside, growing crops, food and food production. As a result of the Morpurgo's 
concern and teaming up with the Ward family who are 'proper farmers' Michael worked 
alongside them in order to learn how to farm.  He got great encouragement from Ted and 
Carol Hughes who were friends and neighbours.  This led to the formation of the 
Morpurgo’s charity Farms for City Children. 
 
Michael gave a poetry reading and sang one of the Devon folk songs from War Horse to 



the delighted audience.  
 
Sir Simon Day the new President of CPRE Devon thanked Michael for his talk and Michael 
was presented with a £1,00 cheque for Farms for City Children and both he and his wife 
were given an honorary membership of CPRE Devon. 
 
The retiring secretary was presented with a thank you present. 
 
Penny took this opportunity to thank all those who had worked so hard to make this event 
a success especially her sister in law for the cakes. 

 
 
The meeting closed and tea was served and the raffle tickets were drawn. 
 
In accordance with the Constitution there was a brief meeting of the Trustees at which 
Penny Mills was confirmed as the chairman, Peter Cleasby and Bob Barfoot as the vice 
chairmen and Hedley Hunter as the Treasurer. 
 
 

NORTH DEVON GROUP 
 
We are still struggling to attract new members. The membership is still dwindling as the 
number of new members is less than those that we lose each year for various reasons. 
We desperately need more members if we are to continue to exert the influence that we do 
at the moment. 
 
Previous pleas for any of our existing members who feel able to help with the issues that 
confront us have fallen on deaf ears. My personal circumstances have changed which 
means that I have not been able to respond to planning applications to the degree that I 
have in the past. 
 
Most of our work is conducted by email so there is little need for anyone to travel. We need 
more expertise and we also need “eyes and ears” throughout the North Devon district to 
alert us to problems, mainly with planning applications. 
 
We are now seeing large number of applications for large scale solar PV and for single 
wind turbines which are often over 200 feet high. North Devon Council consults us over all 
of these applications and we have objected to many of them on the grounds of 
unacceptable impact on the landscape and on neighbouring dwellings. 
 
We are increasingly concerned over the use of good quality agricultural land for large solar 
arrays, especially when all the indications are that we will be facing increasing food 
shortages and consequent ever increasing rises in food prices. 



 
Although much of our time is taken up with dealing with renewable energy applications, as 
these are the most contentious issue facing North Devon at the moment, we continue to 
be consulted by North Devon District Council and individual CPRE members on planning 
applications. 
 
We continue to work with CPRE Devon and other county branches on a broad number of 
issues which affect our countryside and our rural way of life. 
 
Bob Barfoot, Chairman North Devon 
 
 
EAST DEVON & EXETER GROUP 
 
Much of our work is dealing with planning matters. East Devon’s Local Plan has been 
suspended for much of the year, but a revised Plan is now out for consultation and the 
Examination in Public will resume in July. The housing numbers have been revised 
upwards, more than 60% above the demographic trend-based projections, based on over-
ambitious jobs growth forecasts and economic forecasts. Much of the new development 
will be around Cranbrook, which already has around 800 homes, and the Exeter Growth 
Point. All this will place extra strain on infrastructure, and threaten the high quality 
environment in East Devon. We are preparing a robust case to argue against the increase 
in housing numbers. 

One positive feature of the Local Plan is the emphasis on Neighbourhood Plans, which are 
being encouraged in order to involve local people in planning the development they want 
for their community. Currently 30 towns and villages in East Devon are working on 
Neighbourhood Plans, and Lympstone’s Neighbourhood Plan has been completed. 

The lack of a Local Plan, and inability to prove a five year supply of housing land, has left 
East Devon vulnerable to developers. We have helped many local communities to object 
to unwanted and inappropriate planning applications, with some successes.  

Renewable energy schemes are an ever-increasing problem, particularly large solar PV 
sites on agricultural land. We resist these, particularly where best and most versatile land 
is involved, in AONBs, and where landscape and visual impacts are high. We currently 
have 480 acres of solar pv permitted, and another 80 acres in planning.  Local 
communities are increasingly concerned about the proliferation of solar pv sites and 
frustrated that government guidance seems to carry little weight with the planning 
department. 

The planned closure of some of our community hospitals is another issue which has 
threatened the wellbeing of our residents. We have communicated with some local action 
groups and the Royal Devon & Exeter Hospital, and taken part in consultation, but it is still 
far from certain that some closures can be prevented. 

East Devon is one of the areas involved in the Natural Connections “Naturally Healthy 
Devon Schools” project, which is being part-funded from the Wendy Lawrenson legacy by 
CPRE Devon. This project aims to get children outside and connecting with the 
environment, which has been shown to improve learning as well as health benefits. We 
also hope to raise the profile of CPRE through this work.  

Margaret Hall, Chairman, East Devon & Exeter 



 

PLYMOUTH & SOUTH HAMS GROUP 

The year 2014/15 has been interesting due to its unforeseen changes. The two major 
areas that have affected South Hams are renewable energy and the Local Plan. In 
renewable energy we have planning decisions which seem to lack consistency from one 
application to another. We have had refusals on appeal and by the council but sadly also 
approvals by the council where the logic is difficult to understand. The development of the 
local plan seems to have slowed/stopped and it is being reviewed by the new members 
following the recent election and this now brings me on to 2015/16. 

There are three major issues that we must address and be involved in:- 

a) the local plan, where the council has real difficulties in proceeding as the housing needs 
survey came up with proposals which were extreme and the land offered through the 
SHLAA process only produced land for a small number of houses. The council already has 
an inadequate land supply for their currently agreed building targets.    

b) Renewable energy - we are now in a state of uncertainty following the election as we 
have a new political party in charge. We need to ensure that the new policies are followed. 

c) We have to take an interest in the Devon Dairy Industry following the EEC removing the 
milk quota – this is potentially very damaging to farming and therefore the long term 
husbandry of the countryside. 

Finally we have to listen as to what effect the devolution of central government to the 
major cities in the north will have on the West Country/South West England 

Peter Coates, Chairman Plymouth & South Hams 

MID DEVON DISTRICT GROUP 
 
The sad death last autumn of Julie Rudge our Chairman / Secretary has proven to be a 
great loss to CPRE Devon and in particular to the Mid Devon Branch. 
 
Needless to say this very small group is struggling to perform without the tremendous 
knowledge, enthusiasm, drive and humour that was Julie…. 
 
We do however continue to monitor each weekly list of applications from MDDC and 
respond when appropriate. The number of wind turbine and solar farm applications has 
reduced this year. 
 
The Local Development Plans for Tiverton and surrounding Towns has been responded to 
by various members of the group.  
 
Since the beginning of 2015 there have been 12 responses lodged with MDDC,  
1 application approved and 7 rejected. 
 
 
Gerald Dinnage, Mid Devon 
 



 
TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT GROUP 
 
The Teignbridge District Local Plan has been adopted following a long campaign to reduce 
the number of houses and reduce the impact on our landscape.  We managed to achieve 
some limits on the houses and the removal of a planned leisure complex at Ware Barton. 
However, the target for new homes is higher than will be required and we continue to 
campaign against inappropriate developments. A recent campaign to protect the top of 
Penns Mount in Kingsteignton has been successful. 

We have also been successful in using policies for protecting the Undeveloped Coast to 
argue against a recent application in Bishopsteignton and this sets a useful precedent for 
future applications which fall outside the designated development areas.  

We are supporting the residents of Abbotskerswell and Wolborough who have mounted a 
legal challenge to the Local Plan. The main issue is that Teignbridge District Council have 
not given due regard to protecting the habitat and flyways of the Greater Horseshoe bats 
in the South Hams Special Area of Conservation. We are working with them to fight 
against applications which will have a negative impact on the roosts and flyways of this 
species which has European protection. CPRE Devon has also made a financial 
contribution towards their fighting fund. Unfortunately, the objectors lost the Judicial 
Review, but are seeking leave to appeal against that ruling. 

We are campaigning against the inappropriate siting of solar farms and arguing that 
Teignbridge District Council should adopt the CPRE policy of considering brownfield sites 
first. We objected to a very large array at Ashcombe (71 acres), but it was approved under 
a delegated decision. We warned the Council about the major impact that this scheme 
would have on the Haldon Hills landscape. Our fears were proved to be right when there 
was a public outcry after the thousands of solar panels had been installed. Councillors are 
now under pressure to ensure that all future applications should be considered by the 
Planning Committee. 

Teignbridge CPRE are supporting a local small farmer who is at risk of losing a third of his 
farm (Warren Farm) under compulsory purchase. Teignbridge District Council intend to buy 
this land to use as Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space (SANGS). This is a measure 
to mitigate against increased use of Dawlish Warren from all the residents of the 2,500 
new homes they have planned for Dawlish. We and many local people are arguing that the 
SANGS should be provided on land adjacent to the developments from farmers who are 
profiting from the housing developments. 

A Teignbridge volunteers group meets every 6 weeks to share news, co-ordinate our 
campaigns and support each other. All CPRE members are welcome to come along.  

Peter Finch, Chairman Teignbridge 

TORBAY GROUP 
 
The past year has been particularly demanding for CPRE Torbay with contentious planning 
applications, Torbay`s Local Plan Inquiry and an important planning appeal inquiry. CPRE 



members around the bay have also been involved in Torbay`s three Neighbourhood Plans. 
This has required a huge amount of work as Torbay`s Neighbourhood Plan projects are, 
we are told, the largest in the country. 

We wait to hear the Inspector’s further views on the Local Plan as he came back with 
several issues which are yet to be resolved. Time and time again voices have been raised 
asking ‘where are the jobs to support the number of proposed new dwellings?’.  Natural 
England apparently also has concerns about the number of dwellings (8,000 -10,000) 
proposed and impact on protected species and environment. The historical and 
agricultural area of Collaton St. Mary is particularly under threat as are several other 
important and cherished green field sites.        
 
Construction of the Kingskerswell bypass has made travel in and out of Torbay very 
difficult for the last year, but we are assured that it will be completed before the end of the 
year. Then we will know if it brings the promised benefits, or makes Torbay a dormitory 
town for Exeter. 
 
However, there has been great success as well!  The community of Churston, Galmpton 
and Broadsands fought off the Churston Golf Club development to relocate the existing 
Golf Club, remove farmers from quality agricultural land and build 132 dwellings. Bloor 
Homes sent a large team of legal representatives to what became a marathon inquiry 
extended (by them - we wonder why!) from two to four sitting weeks. In the end, the 
developer lost the Appeal on all three grounds: Highway safety, Environment including 
impact on Greater Horseshoe Bats and Landscape impact on ‘open countryside’ character 
of the area.  Residents were left exhausted but relieved after the five year battle.  They can 
now add bat detecting, bird watching, traffic analysis, fund raising, document drafting, 
public speaking, photography, environmental, planning and land designation research to 
their already excellent skills set!  Credit must go to Torbay CPRE member Geoff 
Melbourne chairman of R.A.G.S.  for steering the talented group through this mammoth 
task and thank you to CPRE Devon for their support.  
 
Carole Box, Chairman Torbay 
 
TORRIDGE DISTRICT GROUP 
 
We are frequently quoted in the press as saying that because there are so many single 
wind turbines, that some parts of Torridge now resemble one giant wind farm, which 
nobody asked for and only a handful of people benefit from!  The south west of the district 
is a case in point.    The village of Bradworthy now faces 102 wind turbines within a 10km 
radius – either already permitted and operational or still in the planning process. Across 
the district, those wind turbines previously approved by either the District Council or the 
appeal inspectors have now been built, and dozens are now highly visible.  The rural 
landscape has been dramatically altered.  And there are still many more applications in the 
planning system pending a decision.    In addition, some 500 acres approx of farmland 
have now been converted to solar farms in the district. 
 
The new Joint Local Plan for Torridge and North Devon has at last been submitted to the 
Planning Inspectorate for approval, following several years of preparation and 
consultations, and will probably be subject to an Examination in Public sometime next 
year. Meanwhile its policies are rated as at an early stage of adoption and “carry little 
weight” – to quote the Inspectors. This means that the old Local Plan policies can still be 
quoted, though only where they are in compliance with the National Planning Policy 



Framework. All this means that there is wide scope for argument over any applications for 
development and planning consultants are having a field day, while the Council planning 
officers bear the brunt of the work and Appeals Inspectors in Bristol have the final say in 
far too many instances. Frequent changes in government rules and guide-lines have 
further muddied the waters and it's no surprise that the turnover of staff in the planning 
offices has been exceptional. 
 
Meanwhile developers are pressing ahead with unprecedented numbers of major housing 
applications on green field sites (we have no designated Green Belts as they were never 
thought necessary in this rural area). Some are aimed at getting consent where not 
designated in the new Local Plan, before it comes into force, and others wanting to be first 
off the mark on areas of countryside newly designated for development. 
 
This new Local Plan was intended to herald the Government's commitment to `Localism` 
by defining proposed developments in line with the wishes of the local populace. In fact it 
has been so beset with government-imposed targets and directives that when it eventually 
comes into force it will simply serve to impose centralised planning policies that will be 
extremely difficult for those devoted to protecting our distinctive local environment to resist. 
 
There has been a spate of appeals by Public Inquiry around Bideford. These include the 
massive housing and marina development at Knapp House, Northam, where Torridge 
District Council have refused applications for similar schemes in the Coastal Protection 
Zone and designated Rural Gap over the last twenty years or so. This Inquiry has just 
finished and the verdict is awaited. Others are housing estates off Buckleigh Road, 
Westward Ho! – appeal allowed and work now started, with argument over conditions 
disregarded; housing off Heyward Road, Bideford – inquiry just finished; and the Route 39 
Acadamy, new school proposed in the AONB at Bucks Cross – inquiry on-going at time of 
writing. 
 
One extraordinary government initiative has been the attempt to “revitalise the rural 
economy” by encouraging farmers to convert old barns to dwellings by exempting them 
from the need for planning permission. There is now a list of works that can be carried out 
under Agricultural Permitted Development Rights, that allows almost anything short of 
complete rebuilding so long as it retains the footprint and framework of the existing 
structure. No doubt this was intended to allow for the sympathetic conversion of 
picturesque old stone and cob barns, but the result has been a rash of applications for 
prior approval for `converting` rusted corrugated iron shacks and pole barns into dwellings. 
CPRE have in many cases pointed out deficiencies in these Prior Notifications and 
Torridge planners have been taking a commendably realistic stance such that many of the 
most blatant attempts to stretch the rules have been rejected and the applicants told they 
must apply for full planning permission, which in most cases would not be granted. Where 
appeals have been lodged, the proportion of dismissals has been above average. 
 
We have worked with Pilton Residents Group, north of Barnstaple who are putting up a 
very spirited and well researched defence against no less than five housing applications 
extending the built-up area into the countryside there, and we have supported DefeND 
North Devon which aims to help co-ordinate local resistance groups in the area, 
particularly around the Taw-Torridge Estuary which has come under great pressure from 
housing recently. 
 
Your local CPRE volunteers have been working hard at upholding our objectives in 
protecting rural northern Devon, both through public meetings and the planning system, 



but our Group Committee is very small and we need more members who are prepared to 
monitor planning applications and respond to the numerous consultations that the 
government and local authorities send our way. It can also be very interesting to attend 
meetings of local action groups on behalf of CPRE, observe how they tackle their local 
problem developments and offer advice on dealing with the relevant authorities.  
 
Penny Mills, Torridge 
 
 
WEST DEVON DISTRICT GROUP 
 
The main challenge faced by West Devon are the continuing stream of applications by the 
big building companies for housing developments in and around Tavistock. Despite 
WDBC’s planned development of 750 houses in the Callington Road, based around the 
possible new Tavistock railway station, the complete lack of any activity on this site so far, 
has left the town vulnerable to speculative applications from developers. Having said this, 
two applications for 100+ houses over the last year have both been rejected by the 
Planning Committee, following widespread objections. 
 
Similarly, the planned redevelopment of Hatherleigh market also seems to have made no 
progress over the last year. And the planned Tesco branch in Tavistock is now apparently 
going ahead, following a legal challenge over the decision to reject it, although there has 
still be no activity on the site. 
 
We have also been monitoring the recent call for land in the town and by the National 
Park, and happily have had no objection to any of the new sites proposed. 
 
Apart from the numbers problem faced by all branches in Devon, our main weakness is 
the fact that our current active membership is concentrated in such a small geographical 
area - especially since our sad loss last year of Selby Johns, who was a representative 
voice from the Okehampton area. 
 
Rebecca Bartleet, Chairman West Devon 
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CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND 

DEVON BRANCH 

 

REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2014 

 

Administrative address 

PO Box 26 

Beaworthy 

EX21 5XN 

 

The Trustees present their report and accounts for the year ended December 31, 

2014. 

Reference and administrative information  

The Trustees who served the Charity during the year were: 

Major General Anthony Milton  Chairman until January 28, 2014 

Mrs. Penny Riches Mills   Chairman from January 28, 2014 

      until October 13, 2014 

Mr. Robert Barfoot   Chairman from October 14, 2014 

Peter Cleasby    Retired October 2014 

Rebecca Bartleet 

Margaret Hall 

Mrs. Julie Rudge 

Mrs Rosemary Jessel 

Hedley Hunter 

Peter Finch 

For reasons of availability the position of Chairman was held by three different 

persons during the year. Each one in turn undertook the day to day management 

of the Charity, as delegated by the Trustees, for the period of their 

chairmanship.  

The independent examiner of the accounts of the Charity is Mr John Wilson 

FCA of Herons Creek, 15 Yealm View Road, Newton Ferrers, PL8 1AN. 

The Charity’s bankers are Barclays, Exeter Branch. 

The Charity has a web site www.cpredevon.org.uk which contains considerable 

information about the Charity’s activities. 

http://www.cpredevon.org.uk/
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Structure, governance and management 

Campaign to Protect Rural England – Devon Branch (CPRE Devon) – was set 

up as a charity in April 1996. The board of Trustees is drawn from interested 

individuals who are able to contribute their knowledge and expertise to carrying 

out the various activities of the Charity. New Trustees are appointed by the 

existing Trustees. 

The Charity is managed by an Executive Committee which comprises the 

Chairman, two Vice Chairmen, branch Director, Project Consultant, Honorary 

Treasurer and Membership Secretary. 

 

Objectives and activities 

The objects of the Charity are “to promote and encourage for the benefit of the 

nation the improvement, protection and preservation of the countryside of 

Devon and its towns and villages and the better development of the rural 

environment”. 

The Charity fulfils its obligation to enjoy charitable status by delivering the 

following benefits to the various communities in Devon: 

 By considering applications presented to the local planning authorities to 

ensure that the benefits are enjoyed by the wider community. 

 By holding meetings at both district and Branch levels that are open to 

members, local government councillors or similar, and representatives of 

other relevant interest groups throughout the County. 

 By being available to members and non-members alike as a source of advice 

on how to respond to proposed developments that might affect them. 

 By providing the Charity’s website – www.cpredevon.org.uk – which has 

become a key enabler for the membership, the Media and other visitors to 

the site to understand some of the key problem areas in Devon. 

 The CPRE Devon website has thus become a repository of the work 

undertaken by the Charity, and also provides each District with a “Home 

Page” of its own where any visitor to the site can discover what may interest 

them and the wider implications for Devon as whole. 

 The competitions run, both for the Best Kept Village and, for children, the 

Pam Parker Map Competition, introduce the Charity’s work to all age groups 

and small communities across the county. 

 

 

 

http://www.cpredevon.org.uk/
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 Funds received in 2013 from a bequest are being used for the further 

education of children of all ages on countryside matters of all types, in 

accordance with the terms of the bequest. 

 

Financial review 

The Charity’s principal income is 50% of membership subscriptions which it 

receives from the National Office of CPRE. The Charity also receives bequests, 

donations and gifts from supporters in Devon. In 2014 this income includes the 

following; 

- National Office funding     £  17.942 

- Donations from supporters in Devon   £    4.406 

- Bequests        £    5.953 

 

Reserves policy 

It is the policy of the Trustees to maintain unrestricted funds, which are free 

reserves, at a level sufficient to provide services and equipment in compliance 

with its objects for a period of at least 12 months.  Restricted funds are set aside 

of such amounts as are appropriate to provide specialised services and 

equipment in accordance with the restrictions attached to the funds as required 

for all future charitable requirements. 

 

 

 

Approved by the Trustees on February 27, 2015 and signed on their behalf by 

Hedley Hunter 

 

Honorary Treasurer 
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of Campaign to Protect 

Rural England – Devon Branch 

I report on the accounts of Campaign to Protect Rural England - Devon Branch 

for the year ended December 31, 2014 set out on pages 5 to 9. 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As the Charity’s Trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the 

accounts. As the Charity’s Trustees, you consider that that an audit is not 

required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011(the 2011 

Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 

 examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011; 

to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the 

Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of Independent Examiner’s report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions 

given by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the 

accounting records kept by the Charity and a comparison of the accounts with 

these records. It also includes the consideration of any unusual items or 

disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from you, as Trustees, of 

such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 

would be required in an audit and consequently, I do not express an opinion as 

to whether the accounts present a true and fair view and the report is limited to 

those matters set out in the statement below. 

Independent Examiner’s statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention; 

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, 

the requirements to keep accounting records in accordance with section 

120 of the 2011 Act and to prepare accounts which accord with the 

accounting records and to comply with the accounting requirements of 

the 2011 Act have not been met; or 

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a 

proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

Signed by John Wilson   

Herons Creek, 15 Yealm View Road, Newton Ferrers. 

March 31, 2015.   
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£ £

2014 2013

Bank and cash balances

  Unrestricted funds Note 2 75,054          70,124         

  Restricted funds Note 2 103,458        110,294       

TOTAL ASSETS 178,513        180,418       

The funds of the Company:

Unrestricted funds Page 6 68,699          64,353         

Provision for unrealised profit on investment 6,355            5,771           

Total unrestricted funds 75,054          70,124         

Restricted funds Note 7 103,458        110,294       

TOTAL FUNDS 178,513        180,418       

Approved by the Trustees on  February 27, 2015

Signed on behalf of the Trustees by:

Robert Barfoot Hedley Hunter

Trustee Honorary treasurer

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - DEVON BRANCH

BALANCE SHEET AT DECEMBER 31, 2014

The notes on pages 7 to 9 form part of these financial statements
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Unrestricted Restricted Total 2013

funds funds

£ £ £ £

Receipts

  Voluntary income Note 3 29,501          2,086         31,587       159,039   

Payments

  Costs of generating funds Note 4 660               -                 660            -              

  Charitable activities Note 5 14,398          8,921         23,319       43,399     

  Governance costs Note 6 10,097          -                 10,097       12,078     

Total payments 25,155          8,921         34,076       55,477     

Excess / deficit for the year 4,346            6,835-         2,489-         103,562   

Balances at January 1, 2014 64,353          110,294     174,647     71,085     

Balances at December 31, 2014 Note 7 68,699          103,459     172,158     174,647   

The notes on pages 7 to 9 form part of these financial statements

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

INCLUDING RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2014

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - DEVON BRANCH

All receipts and payments derive from continuing activities.



Page 7

1 Accounting polices

Basis of the accounts

The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost convention and in

accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities - Statement of Recommended

Practice (SORP 2005).

The trustees have decided that a receipts and payments accounts is the most appropriate

form in which to present the charity's operations.

£ £

2 Bank and cash balances 2014 2013

Unrestricted funds

M&G Investments - valuation at December 31 2014 22,612         22,029         

Scottish Widows deposit account 26,871         26,764         

Bnarclays general current account 24,088         20,377         

District bank accounts 1,483           954              

Total unrestricted bank and cash balances 75,054         70,124         

Restricted funds

Barclays Wendy Lawrenson current account 3,172           110,294       

United Trust Bank deposit account 75,079         -                  

Virgin Money deposit account 25,206         -                  

Total unrestricted bank and cash balances 103,458       110,294       

3 Receipts

Receipts are made up of the following;

Unrestricted funds

  Share of national subscriptions 17,942         16,753         

  Donations and bequests 7,198           1,810           

  Fund raising activities 3,161           -                  

  Profit on M&G revaluation -                  5,757           

  Investment income 1,199           1,721           

Total receipts of unrestricted funds 29,501         26,041         

Restricted funds

  Sponsorship for BKV competition 1,800           1,800           

  Interest on deposit accounts 286              294              

  Donations and bequests -                  130,904       

2,086           132,998       

Total receipts 31,587         159,039       

4 Cost of generating funds

Cost of fund raising events 660              -                  

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - DEVON BRANCH

DECEMBER 31, 2014

Registered Charity No. 245317

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
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£ £

2014 2013

5 Charitable activities

Unrestricted funds

  Branch development manager fees 4,000           -                  

  Project director's fees 2,500           9,000           

  Grants and campaigning costs 2,269           -                  

  Production and distribution of annual report and newsletters 1,578           1,972           

  Mileage 1,147           2,507           

  Website maintenance 1,074           4,664           

  Seminars 788              -                  

  Cost of organising competitions 640              962              

  Other small expenses 402              1,590           

Total payments from unrestricted funds 14,398         20,695         

Restricted funds

  Payments from Wendy Lawrenson bequest:

    Costs of Shebbear event 1,121           -                  

    Donation to Farms for City Children 1,000           -                  

    Donation to Den Brook judicial review Fund 5,000           -                  

  Grant to Two Moors campaign -                  20,904         

  Best Kept Village competition 1,800           1,800           

Total payments from restricted funds 8,921           22,704         

Total payments for Charitable activities 23,319         43,399         

6 Governance 

  Secretarial salary and related costs 6,741           8,481           

  Meetings 1,282           1,064           

  Office exenses 795              1,096           

  Communications 539              676              

  Insurance 392              363              

  Depreciation -                  398              

  Accounting software and IT maintenenace 348              -                  

10,097         12,078         

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2014

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6
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7 Restricted funds Balance Utilised in Arising in Balance

01/01/2014 period   period 31/12/2014

£ £ £ £

Wendy Lawrenson bequest including interest; -                

   Children's education 100,267   1,000     260            99,527       

   Shebbear 10,027     6,121     25              3,931         

-              1,800     1,800         -                

110,294   8,921     2,085         103,458     

Interest of £285.85 was received during the year on bank deposit accounts holding unused funds

from the bequest.

8 Trustees and employees

Since the secretary's employment contract ended in August the Charity has no employees.

No trustee received any remuneration from the Charity although mileage and other out of pocket

expenses incurred on the Charity business were refunded in certain cases.

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6

 Competition Sponsorship Mole Valley 

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

DECEMBER 31, 2014



Some of our Events 2014 
 
Our special guest speaker, Lord Heseltine, at our fundraising evening in Ivybridge 14th Nov 2014 
 

 
      
CPRE North Devon Seminar, Goodleigh, near Barnstaple with Sir Nick Harvey MP 28th Nov 2014 

 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
CPRE President, Sir Andrew Motion, at Plymouth International Book Festival 24th Oct 2014 



Our Best Kept Village Competition 2014 – some of the prize winners and celebrations! 

 
Congratulations to the village of Dalwood, who won the small village category for past winners in our Best Kept Village 
Competition 2014. 

 
 

                           
  Newton St Cyres – presentation of Best Kept Village                 The village of Bradworthy celebrated winning 
  Competition runners up certificate.                                              Large  Village category 

 

 
The village of Ashwater celebrated with a buffet supper in the village hall, winning the New Entry category. 

 



150 people packed into Okehampton’s Charter Hall, for CPRE Devon’s seminar on Friday 19th September with 
special guest speaker, Mel Stride MP, Central Devon 

 
 
30 members of  our Torridge and West Devon District groups enjoyed an exclusive visit one August evening to a 
wildlife sanctuary and British Mammal Breeding Centre near Broadwoodwidger, courtesy of expert Derek Gow. 
And we saw the beavers!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Local residents and CPRE members from Hatherleigh and surrounds gathered outside the Council offices in 
Tavistock. 29th July 2014, to hear the West Devon Borough Council Plans Committee unanimously refuse the 
application to build a 77m wind turbine near Hatherleigh. 



 
CONTACT US 

 
CPRE Devon, PO Box 26, Beaworthy, EX21 5XN 

 
Tel: 01392 966737    email:  secretary@cpredevon.org.uk     www.cpredevon.org.uk 
 
North Devon   Bob Barfoot 
     email: northdevon@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:     01398 341623 
 
Exeter & East Devon  Margaret Hall 
     email: eastdevon@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel: 01404 813470 
 
Mid Devon    Gerald Dinnage 
     email:  middevon@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:      01884 820575 
 
Plymouth & South Hams  Peter Coates 
     email:  southhams@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:    01548 562295  
 
Teignbridge    Peter Finch 
     email: teignbridge@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:     01626 863390 
 
Torbay    Carole Box 
     email:  torbay@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:      07770 623785 
 
Torridge    Penny Mills 
     email:  torridge@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:      01392 966737 
 
West Devon    Rebecca Bartleet 
     email:   westdevon@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:       01822 832275 
 
Treasurer    Hedley Hunter 
     email:   treasurer@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:       01752 872237 
 
Membership    membership@cpredevon.org.uk 
     Tel:  01392 966737 
 

CPRE DEVON – Standing Up For Your Devon Countryside 
Registered Charity No: 245317 
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