
 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

 
The 52nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF CPRE DEVON BRANCH 

WILL BE HELD ON 
 

MONDAY 31st July 2017 at 2.30pm 
at 

Hatherleigh Community Centre, Bowling Green Lane, Hatherleigh EX20 3HB 
 
 

                                        
AGENDA 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 
2. To confirm and sign the Minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th August 2016 
3. To receive and approve the Annual Report 
4. To receive the Annual Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2016 
5. To appoint the Independent Examiner 
6. Election of Officers (President and Vice President) Trustees/Executive Committee 
7. Resolutions 
 
i)  To approve the Trustees’ proposal to: 

a. Establish a Charitable Incorporated Organisation to be called “The Devon Branch of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England (the “CIO”) having a constitution, including objects in 
substance in the form of the draft signed by the Chair, available for viewing on the website of 
the Branch and laid before the meeting, but subject to such amendments as may be required by 
the Charity Commission [and/or agreed between the Trustees and the Trustee Board of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England (registered charity number 1089685).] 

 
b. apply to the Charity Commission to register the CIO as a registered charity, and 

 

ii)  To authorise the Trustees to make such arrangements as may be appropriate for the transfer of 
assets and liabilities and the continuity of governance from the Branch to the CIO, to effect an orderly 
transition to CIO status 

iii)  Thereafter to retain the Branch on the Register of Charities (with its constitution amended in the terms 
available for viewing on the website of the Branch or in a hard copy upon request by members and to 
be laid before the meeting) solely for the purpose of ensuring that any legacies bequeathed to the 
Branch do not fail and instead can be transferred to the CIO. 

  
8.  Address: ‘I long for Soft English Rain’.   Professor Nick Groom, MA, DPhil, FRSA (Leverhulme Fellow  

2016-2018) University of Exeter. 
 

 
 

Refreshments 
 

 
www.cpredevon.org.uk 

PO Box 26, Beaworthy, EX21 5XN. Tel: 01392 966737 
Registered Charity Number: 245317 

 



 
Minutes of the AGM held on 9th August 2016 

At The Sports Pavilion, Queen Elizabeth II Recreation Ground, Modbury 
 

 
The President, Sir Simon Day, opened the AGM with a warm welcome to our CPRE members who had 
joined us for the afternoon.  He explained that we were particularly delighted that long standing member, Mrs 
Pippa Woods, was able to join us, as she had recently been awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours for services to family farming.  And he asked all those present to join us in marking this 
achievement at the end of the afternoon with a special cake which had been made to celebrate the occasion. 
 
Agenda Items 
 

1. Apologies for Absence.   Tim Hale, Peter Cleasby, Sally Axel, Jill Stewart Rattray, Alison Watt, 
Geoff Melbourne, Mariya Limerick, Roger and Burda Gage, Christina Carpenter, Mike Scott, Mike 
Sanderson, David Morgans, Cathy Lamb. 

 
2. To confirm and sign the minutes of last year.   Acceptance of these ‘for the record’ was 

proposed by Martin Taylor and seconded by Carol Hughes. 
 

3. To receive and approve the Annual Report.   The report had been sent by post to all members 
and had also been posted on the website.   Sir Simon Day asked why no mention of ‘fracking’ had 
been included in the report.  CPRE Devon energy spokesman, Dr Phillip Bratby, explained that 
there are no areas suitable for gas extraction by fracking in Devon.  There being no further 
questions from the floor, approval was proposed by Ivan Buxton and seconded by Carole Box. 

 
4. To receive the Annual Accounts for the Year ending 31st December 2015.  The Hon Treasurer, 

Hedley Hunter, gave a short presentation on the accounts and asked for any questions from the 
floor.  There being none, acceptance was proposed by Rosemary Jessel and seconded by 
Rebecca Bartleet. 

 
5. To Appoint an Independent Examiner.  Graham White.  Graham White’s acceptance for the 

period was gratefully acknowledged.  Support for his appointment was proposed by Pete Finch and 
seconded by Phillip Bratby. 

 
6. Election of Officers.  For the election of our President, Sir Simon Day.  This was proposed by 

Rosemary Jessel and seconded by Ivan Buxton.  For the election of our Vice President, Robin 
Hogg (Tim Hale has stood down as a vice president).  Proposed by Pete Finch and seconded by 
Phillip Bratby. 

 
For the election of the Trustees to be elected en bloc.  Rosemary Jessel, Hedley Hunter, Pete 
Finch, Rebecca Bartleet, Ivan Buxton, Phillip Bratby, Mike Scott.  (Rosemary Jessel explained to 
the meeting that Margaret Hall had stepped down from being a Trustee and that Bob Barfoot had 
moved to County Durham, but that we welcomed three new trustees – Ivan Buxton, Phillip Bratby 
and Mike Scott).   Proposed by Carol Hughes.  Seconded by Carole Box.   The Trustees would 
then convene a short meeting after the AGM to elect the other officers. 
 

The President then asked Vice President, Robin Hogg, to say a few words in honour of Mrs Pippa Woods 
CBE and to make a presentation of a small gift.  Robin explained that Pippa is the undoubted champion of 
the smaller farmer and was the founding member of the Family Farmers Association.  She has spent over 60 
years pointing out that farming is a way of life as well as a business; that as farm size has increased our self-
sufficiency has reduced; that payment capping and environmental schemes are important; we need support 
for disadvantaged land and that Defra needs the muscle to do a proper job.  Pippa has long argued for the 
smaller and family farm as valuable in terms of landscape, ecology and the environment, for healthy active 
communities, enjoyable work and the local economy.   ‘Small is indeed beautiful’ but why is it that throughout 
the world those who produce the food are the least well paid?  Robin said that when he had been Chairman 
of CPRE Devon he recalled that Pippa never ceased to remind all of us that, as we chased this or that local 
crisis, whether it was wind or solar farms or massive road schemes and new towns, that in Devon, in 
particular, our rural economy depended largely on the smaller family farm.  At a time when the Honours 
system is seriously under attack, he said that he could think of no more appropriate or well earned award 
than Pippa’s recent CBE.     Pippa thanked Robin very much and said she was overwhelmed with the award. 
She explained that she had been active since the 1960s with family farming and she believes that the 
countryside is just as important as farming. 



 
Sir Simon Day then opened up a short discussion on ‘What will Brexit mean for the countryside and for 
organisations like CPRE’?   Some members stated that leaving the EU will present great opportunities for 
organisations such as CPRE to make sure the necessary countryside protection is in place.  But other 
members believed that there are great threats and feared deregulation of environmental regulations and 
laws.  So just as the Referendum vote showed, opinion was divided! 
 
The President then asked for any questions from the floor.   Justin Haque queried why in the Annual Report it 
had been stated in the South Hams section that it had been a quiet year, when he had been personally 
involved in many campaigns against new housing developments and a wind turbine at Frogmore. He was 
very concerned about threats to the South Hams AONB and hoped that CPRE would become better involved 
in all the issues.   Sir Simon Day also expressed concerns over pressure on the South Hams and stated that 
Ivybridge is one of the fastest growing towns in Europe.  Vice President, Robin Hogg reminded the meeting 
that an ambition of the Local Enterprise Partnership for Devon & South Somerset was for the building of 
179,000 new homes.  It was agreed that we would organise a seminar/public meeting in the South Hams 
and invite the local MP and the head of planning at South Hams District Council, as speakers to discuss all 
these concerns. 
 
The meeting closed and tea and drinks were served.  Pippa Woods was invited to cut the special celebration 
cake which had been baked by Mrs Littlejohns of Bradworthy. 
 
In accordance with the constitution, there was a brief meeting of the Trustees at which Rosemary Jessel was 
confirmed as the Chairman, Pete Finch as Vice Chairman and Hedley Hunter as the Treasurer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 

 
 
CPRE Devon AGM 2016, Modbury. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Reports for 2017 AGM 
 

 
ANNUAL REPORT – Rosemary Jessel, Chairman 
 
Our AGM will be held this year on Monday 31st July 2017 at 2.30pm at Hatherleigh Community 
Centre, Bowling Green Lane, Hatherleigh EX20 3HB, where we hope many members will be able 
to join us.   
 
We are delighted to confirm that our guest speaker this year will be Professor Nick Groom MA, 
DPhil, FRSA (Leverhulme Fellow 2016-2018).  Nick Groom is Professor of English Literature at The 
University of Exeter, is a critically acclaimed author on subjects ranging from the history of the 
Union Jack to Thomas Chatterton. His book, ‘The Seasons: An Elegy for the Passing of the Year’ 
(Atlantic) was shortlisted for the Katharine Briggs Folklore Award and was runner up for the 
Countryfile Book of the Year.  He has edited several books and regularly appears on television, 
radio and at literary festivals as an authority on English Literature and the ‘Gothic’ and ‘British’ 
identity.  And I am very pleased to say that he is a member of CPRE! 
 
This is an important AGM as we seek approval from our members to move to become a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  We have been advised there are many benefits to doing this and 
are following the example of many other CPRE branches around the country.  With your approval 
we will then seek the approval of the Charity Commission and hope that the process will be 
finalised by the end of the year. 
 
I have been very pleased to have been Chairman for the last year, with Pete Finch as Vice 
Chairman, Hedley Hunter as Treasurer and our really good team of Trustees, ably supported by our 
Branch Director, Penny Mills. But, as I spend an increasing amount of time in London with the 
arrival of my grandchildren, I will now be handing on the role to another Trustee and look forward to 
continuing to work with the team. 
 
We arranged a large and varied number of events this last year, which have been very well 
supported and we thank all our members for their continued support.  Of special note was the 
seminar in February which we held in Ivybridge regarding the Plymouth & South West Devon 
Joint Local Plan, with our special guest speakers Tom Jones, planner from South Hams District 
Council and Gary Streeter MP SW Devon. 160 people attended from all over Devon.   In 
September, we held a forum entitled ‘Accessing and Enjoying the Countryside’ at Bridestowe, 
near Okehampton, where 100 people heard from our guest speakers including Graham Cornish 
from Devon County Council, Laura Leigh from the Devon Countyside Access Forum, Ken Carter 
from the South West Coast Path Association, Ian Gasper from the Tavistock Ramblers and Dr 
Michael Ireland from OkeRail Community Interest Company. 
 
Our Branch Plan was updated this year (and can be found on our website) and one of our aims is 
to raise awareness of CPRE Devon and our aims to protect the countryside. With that in mind, we 
commissioned local independent film maker, Philippa Waddell from Wildhorse films, to make us a 
short film explaining who we are and what we do, and highlighting some of Devon’s beautiful 
countryside, which we very much enjoyed making.  We also hope to make some short individual 
topic films in the next few months.  We have also increased the merchandise which we have 
available – pens, wristbands, bags, car stickers, badges, books, sweatshirts and polo shirts. If you 
would like any of these, please contact us. 
 
We took stands at the Okehampton Show and the Tavistock Goose Fair, we organised several 
members outings – to Bickleigh Castle, the William Pengelly Cave Studies Trust, the BBC SW 
Studios in Plymouth, and Lupton House, Brixham.   We are taking a stand at this year’s Chagford 
Show (17th August 2017) – so do come along and say hello and collect a CPRE Devon bag etc. 
And if you would like to help on the stand, that would be very much appreciated. 
 
Our two new competitions continue to be well supported – My Outdoors – for primary school 
children - to paint a picture of their favourite outdoor place or what the outdoors means to them; 
and Our Outdoors, for communities (which replaced our Best Kept Village competition). 



 
 
Our involvement with the Naturally Healthy Devon Schools project has come to an end. We were 
the major contributors in funding for this two year scheme connected with outdoor learning.  And we 
have also been pleased to support the FWAG SW Kingfisher Award scheme this year – a scheme 
which has been running for 25 years taking classes of local Devon primary schoolchildren out of 
the classroom to a farm near Crediton to learn about nature.  We have also assisted the William 
Pengelly Cave Studies Trust with a small donation to help with the purchase of bat monitoring 
equipment. 
 
One of the major campaigns which we are involved with is the reinstatement of a passenger service 
on the Okehampton to Exeter rail line.  We are helping to support the newly formed OkeRail 
Community Interest Company who are at the forefront of this local campaign to bring back the rail 
service, which would benefit so many people across a large part of Devon and North Cornwall. 
 
Our Teignbridge group run by Pete Finch has been active organising litter picking action days and 
we were pleased to take part in the Great British Spring Clean in March.  We hope to organise 
more litter action days throughout the county. If you would like to take part or can recommend a 
suitable location, please let us know. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Justin Haque as our new Chairman of our newly formed South 
Hams group. Justin has a wealth of campaigning experience and has already been involved with 
helping many local people and groups oppose inappropriate development in the South Hams.  He 
organised a very successful campaigning evening at Dartington Hall recently which was attended 
by over 70 people. 
 
Penny and I were glad to make a long-planned visit to CPRE national office in London where we 
met many of the staff and had a lengthy and constructive meeting with Shaun Spiers and Julian 
Purvis.  In addition, our branch is represented by Penny at the CPRE SW regional meetings which 
are held in Taunton, and Robin Hogg flies the flag for Devon by attending the CPRE county branch 
forum meetings which have been held in Stratford upon Avon. 
 
We have been kept incredibly busy fighting the continuous onslaught of planning applications for 
development in the countryside throughout Devon.   Large housing developments on green field 
sites are a constant threat. But we have recently taken on a very experienced planning consultant, 
Jo Widdecombe, who is going to help tackle these increasingly complex issues.  Jo is based in 
Exeter and has already helped us with writing an objection to a large scheme of houses proposed 
in Torridge and one in the South Hams.  We believe that having Jo on board will be real asset and 
are delighted that she is able to help us. 
 
Thank you very much to all our hard working members and supporters.  We do need more people 
to give us a hand – anything you may like to join in with at your local district group would be very 
much appreciated.  If you would like to get more involved, or find out more about what we do, 
please do contact any of us.  News and information is always available on our website – 
www.cpredevon.org.uk or call us on 01392 966737 

 
 

                   
 

 
Bridestowe Forum                                                                           Okehampton Show 



                                                                                                                                                                                   
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS IN DEVON – Robin Hogg 
 
We face real uncertainties on many fronts at the moment. BREXIT and the last General Election results have 
changed the political landscape in many ways. It seems certain that any idea of some sort of “Combined 
Authority” for Devon and South Somerset is dead in the water, and that we will have a local government 
framework that will include The Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (GESP), the Plymouth and SW Devon Joint 
Local Plan (JLP), the North Devon and Torridge Joint Local Plan, and the Torbay Unitary Authority, each 
producing their own combined plans in one form or another. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans will have to be measured against these emerging Combined Plans and will have to be 
compatible with them. Across Devon there has been a marked variation in the take-up of Neighbourhood 
Plans: 40 in East Devon, 28 in the South Hams and 12 in West Devon contrast strongly with only 9 in North 
Devon and 4 in Mid Devon. In current circumstances these Neighbourhood Plans remain almost the only 
way for a community to make a bid for, and formally establish a locally agreed future for themselves that will 
be acknowledged by the planning system. 
 
These neighbourhood plans make huge demands on any community. They must cover policies for; Minerals 
and Waste, Local Infrastructure, Transport, Parking, Rights of Way, Health and Well Being, Education, 
Flooding, Social Care, the Historic Environment, Local Business, and “People and Place” (meaning 
Landscape, the Environment, bio-diversity and green Infrastructure). Some coastal communities also have to 
consider the rivers and estuaries on which they sit. Each community will be unique in some way, as will their 
approach to the work involved.  
 
Taking the Neighbourhood Plan for Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo in the South Hams as but one example, 
largely because its website www.n3p.co.uk follows the format for CPRE Devon’s website and will be familiar 
to many of you. The sheer scale of this endeavor will be immediately apparent. Having started out in June 
2014 the community is now about to go forward with the current plan after 3 years of seriously hard work. 
The whole community has taken part and the plan, as it has developed, has been taken to the community 
through Road Shows, stand at the Village Fete, the Pubs and local societies. The N3P team has staged two 
major open days in April and June this year with over 358 attending. Second Homes and Buy-to-Let 
Investment Properties faced the team with the “St Ives Question”. A local Team of 43 set about getting the 
“Facts”, resulting in Noss Mayo having 36% and Newton Ferrers 13% in these two categories, an overall 
percentage of 18.4%. All in all, over 200 people have been consulted and contributed to a “Shared Vision” for 
the future of the villages and this will be the key to ensuring that our policies reflect what people in the Parish 
want. 
 
After all this work the modified plan now goes forward to the South Hams District Council, which will submit 
the plan for Independent Examination. This would be followed by a “Community Vote to accept the plan”, 
which if successful the plan will then be “Made”, setting the ground rules for the development and 
sustainability of the community for the long term. 
 
This process, with some gaps, is in progress across the county. It remains the most practicable way for 
communities to set out how they wish their towns and villages to develop in the future, and provide a 
“Planning Basis” for future decisions, no matter what arrangements for local government eventually may 
come forward. Neighbourhood Plans are not for the faint hearted, but they provide real hope for the future of 
many local communities large and small. 
 

          
 



 

ENERGY - Phillip Bratby 

 

Because of the change to planning policy and the reduction in subsidies, there have been no new 
applications for wind turbines or wind farms in the past year.  We believe that all proposals previously 
granted planning permission have now been constructed.  The completed wind farms at Batsworthy Cross in 
North Devon, Den Brook in West Devon and Dunsland Cross in Torridge are now operational.  Despite over 
a year of operation and the gathering of much data, the Batsworthy Cross wind farm has not met the 
requirement to demonstrate compliance with the noise limits.  The Den Brook wind farm has also not yet 
demonstrated compliance.  We are supporting the local groups in their attempts to ensure that the noise 
limits are met at the neighbouring properties.  One of the three wind turbines at Nethercott Farm in Torridge 
was constructed in the wrong location, within fall-over distance of the A388.  We have objected to the 
application to retain the turbine in its unlawful and potentially dangerous location. 
 
Because of the reduction in subsidies, there have been few applications for solar farms in the last year and 
we continue to monitor any applications.  We are concerned at an application to extend the lifetime of the 
Pitsworthy solar farm from 25 years to 40 years and have raised an objection. However, despite our and 
local objections, permission has now been granted. 
 
We are concerned at continued applications to develop large Short Term Operating Reserve (STOR) 
facilities in the countryside.  These facilities consist of banks of generators (usually diesel powered).  We 
objected to applications to develop a STOR consisting of ten industrial gas engines, totalling 20MW, near 
Hawkchurch in East Devon close to three AONBs and another one to develop six industrial diesel engines, 
totalling 10MW, on a farm in Mid Devon.  We were pleased when the former application was withdrawn and 
the latter was refused by Mid Devon District Council.  However, another application for a large STOR facility 
near Hawkchurch has recently been made.  Despite its location close to the AONBs, this part of Devon has 
already been blighted by a large transformer sub-station and several large solar farms. 
 
Anaerobic digesters continue to create a nuisance at several locations in Devon, with continuing problems 
due to transport using overly large vehicles, noise, smell and the health effects from the storage and 
spreading of digestate.  We have objected to several applications to increase the size and scope of existing 
anaerobic digesters.  We objected to an application to build a very large anaerobic digester on the River 
Creedy floodplain on the edge of Crediton.  This application was eventually withdrawn. 
 
 
 
MID DEVON DISTRICT – Mike Scott.  Tel: 01398 331999 
 
The Mid Devon Branch of CPRE Devon is meeting regularly and we are finding different challenges from the 
past which was mainly misuse of agricultural land for various anti-social activities to housing. Mid Devon is 
largely agricultural and tourism based and there have never been any substantial manufacturing businesses 
here so no great demand for housing apart from affordable ones. Mid Devon has a new Chief Executive 
Officer whose aim is to ‘get things done’. It remains to be seen if this includes listening to resident’s views 
and needs rather than only to Government directives. 

The Local Plan has been submitted and will hopefully come into force by the end of the year but in the 
meantime we are seeing a lot of small housing development applications which are not included in the Local 
Plan. These applications rarely include affordable housing and, even if they do, they are not built. Massive 
housing developments are planned for the three major towns in Mid Devon and are all on greenfield sites. 
The Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension is particularly badly placed as residents would have to go through 
Blundell’s School, or if it is built, a separate junction onto the A361 to Bolham roundabout. 

Cullompton would benefit from a few more houses, but 3,000 of them on both sides of the motorway is not 
sustainable. On top of this a garden village of 5,000 houses is envisaged but is not in the Local Plan. All of 
the residents would need to travel to Exeter or Taunton – Bristol to find employment. Mid Devon is the wrong 
area for these massive developments. 

Junction 27 was sneaked into the Local Plan so that this massive out of town development will become more 
difficult as future applications are submitted. Interestingly, Tiverton Town Council commissioned, at vast 
cost, a report on redevelopment in the centre of town which in some ways replicates the ideas put forward 
for junction 27.  Room for both? I think not. We certainly do not want the Junction 27 development. 



 

TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT – Pete Finch.  Tel: 01626 863390 
 
It`s been another busy year in Teignbridge. We have helped to achieve some notable successes. The Higher 
Humber Solar Array Appeal was dismissed. The Planning Inspector took the view that the benefits from the 
renewable energy would be outweighed by the harm to this area of great landscape value. It would have had 
a significant negative impact on the setting of Lindridge Park. CPRE Devon believes that solar arrays should 
be sited on brownfield sites e.g. on the roofs of houses and commercial buildings. We should not lose 
productive agricultural land and the character of our countryside to solar power stations.  
 
The Appeal to build 53 homes at Manor Road, Abbotskerswell was dismissed. This is a key decision which 
shows that the Planning Inspector has given considerable weight to the Local Plan and was satisfied that 
Teignbridge District Council (TDC) is meeting its housing targets. This set a significant precedent. 
 
In September, Teignbridge CPRE was one of the charities adopted by Teignmouth Waitrose in their green 
token scheme. The shoppers supported us brilliantly and we were presented with a cheque for £480! 
 
A group of our volunteers have taken part in 2 litter picks at Hackney Marshes in Kingsteignton. Teignbridge 
District Council`s Rangers were very grateful for our help. We will be doing more litter picks at different sites 
this year. 
 
We have raised several examples of problems with flooding and drainage and we are pressing TDC to 
require comprehensive flood alleviation plans to be included as part of a planning application, rather than 
being dealt with at a later date under reserved matters by Officers. At present there is inadequate opportunity 
to scrutinise the proposed measures. 
 
Our members are working hard with local groups to protect the habitat and flyways for the Greater 
Horseshoe Bats. We have responded to the draft South Hams Special Area of Conservation Mitigation 
Strategy and we will be fighting to protect the areas on which these bats depend. We have objected to a 
planning application at Berry Knowles, Newton Abbot. The fields between the Teigngrace road and the A382 
are threatened with up to 135 new dwellings. This site is not allocated within the Local Plan for development 
and is not needed. It is in a sensitive area for the protected Greater Horseshoe Bats, as it will impact on their 
flyways and sustenance zones. 
 
Finally, I gave evidence at the Penns Mount Planning Appeal on 16th May. We are still campaigning to protect 
the green space on the top of Penns Mount, Kingsteignton. This development is one of the ugliest new 
developments in Teignbridge. However, the hilltop is given protection in the Local Plan. This site also has 
very significant historical significance, dating back beyond the Romans. A Roman enclosure, prehistoric flints 
and pottery have been found here. These finds are very significant and indicate how important this site was 
for trade and defence at the head of the River Teign.   
 
 
 
 
 

EAST DEVON DISTRICT – Margaret Hall.  Tel: 01404 813470 

Planning: With an adopted Local Plan and a healthy 5 year supply of housing land, development pressures 
on East Devon have eased over the past year. Most development is centred around the new town of 
Cranbrook and the “West End”. Completion rates have slowed somewhat, though plenty of planning 
permissions have been granted. The East Devon group continues to monitor major planning applications and 
respond when appropriate. 

NHS: The East Devon group has made representations to the recent consultation on closing community 
hospital beds. 

Neighbourhood Plans: 41 out of the 63 parishes in East Devon are working on Neighbourhood Plans, 
including all the major towns - one of the highest rates in the country. 3 have already been “made”, notably 
Lympstone who were front-runners with their Plan being made in April 2015. Another half-dozen or so Plans 
have been through Examination and are moving towards referendum. 

 



 

TORBAY DISTRICT – Carole Box  Tel: 07770 623785 

 
In 2015 we wrote in the CPRE Devon Annual Report  ‘CPRE Torbay members around the bay have been 
involved in the three Neighbourhood Plans. This has involved a huge amount of work being the largest 
Neighbourhood Plan in the country’.   We are relieved to say that now after four and a half years endurance 
Torquay, Paignton and Brixham Neighbourhood Plans have recently completed 6 weeks public consultation. 
The plans are at Regulation 14 pre-submission stage, they will shortly be submitted to the Inspector via 
Torbay Council.  
 
However, despite years of hard work we are now further threatened by potential development of 70 acres of 
prime land at Whiterock. This site is neither in the Adopted Torbay Local Plan for 8,900 (!) additional 
dwellings and was specifically rejected in the Neighbourhood Plans.  Developers have recently held a public 
consultation to build 350-450 dwellings and commercial units on ‘Land South of Whiterock’ which they are 
calling www.inglewoodtorbay.co.uk    The agricultural land (previously Area of Great Landscape Value) 
overlooks the AONB and is next to the ongoing developments of Whiterock 1 / South Devon College.  
 
The site runs from the top of the hill along the right hand side of the main Brixham Road towards Galmpton 
Village encroaching on the ancient hamlet of Waddeton.  It has a lot of history – including the 1997 Secretary 
of State call-in which resulted in refusal to allow development on The Dart Riverine.  Protecting the 
spectacular Dart Valley was furiously fought by villages of Galmpton and Dittisham plus surrounding South 
Hams as it would have affected both sides of the Dart from Torbay to The South Hams.   We have good 
reason to believe that this could open up a route to development further down the Dart hillside into other 
South Hams areas and also make it even harder for traffic leaving the Brixham / Kingswear Peninsula.   
 
This is an example of where CPRE Devon districts of both Torbay and South Hams need to work closely 
together to halt damage to this habitat for protected species, important environment and cherished historical 
landscape. We rely on long term farming and attracting tourists to these stunning rural areas of Devon. 
Tourists do not take the favourite Dart River Cruises to look at Agatha Christie’s Greenway and mass 
development! 
 
 
 
 
SOUTH HAMS DISTRICT – Justin Haque.  Tel: 01548 580400 
 
The past year in the South Hams has seen a considerable acceleration of major housing applications as a 
response to the changes in the NPPF and the Joint Local Plan negotiations.  The two combined have been 
interpreted as a ‘developer’s charter’ possibly encouraged by South Hams District Council always mindful of 
its New Homes Bonus payment. 
 
Whilst all villages and towns, particularly Totnes and Dartington, have expanded exponentially, the 
infrastructure has remained unchanged leaving one to ponder how these places used to be as one is stuck 
in the inevitable traffic chaos and congestion. This is magnified further by the dilution of services from GP’s 
to school places across the county. 
 
The expansion of towns is alarming, but it is the destruction of the countryside, especially  with 23 
applications on the AONB coupled to the heightened expansion of ‘ribbon development’ that has pushed the 
public’s acceptance of inappropriate building too far. 
 
As a result, CPRE South Hams has been actively helping the chorus of appeals for help in opposing building 
applications.  This has involved supporting villages form local opposition groups, guiding people to voice 
their objections more effectively, hosting meetings to inform and encourage people to organise their 
opposition as well as being a strong voice of opposition voice through our group. 
 
On a broader note, we still continue to question the demand criteria set within the Joint Local Plan which to 
date, has yet to be clearly addressed especially given the surplus of empty houses and those for sale within 
the South Hams. 
 
To end on a positive note, these efforts are worthwhile in the recent refusal for planning permission on an 
AONB site at Wembury.                                                        



 
 
WEST DEVON DISTRICT – Rebecca Bartleet.  Tel:  01822 832275 
 
West Devon has had a reasonably quiet year, with the number of wind turbine applications finally subsiding. 
 
On the housing side, matters have been in a state of inaction and uncertainty as West Devon Council works 
with Plymouth and the South Hams on drawing up the Joint Local Plan for the area.  
 
Tavistock is still awaiting any movement on the huge Callington Road development for 750 houses, which 
was approved nearly 6 years ago, but not a single house has been built. This is leaving the town vulnerable 
to applications for other developments in the town, and permission has recently been granted for a 
development of 148 houses off the New Launceston Road, this is in addition to the other, rigorously 
opposed, development of 100+ houses further up the New Launceston Road, at Butchers Park Hill. 
Combined, these two developments will result in a huge influx of traffic into the town down a very dark, 
narrow and winding road.  
 
There are several other smaller developments around the town which are being included in the new local 
plan, but it is unclear just how many new houses are actually going to materialise over the next 5 years or 
so, and there seems to be a disconnect between the number of new houses planned, and the number of 
commercial ventures to provide necessary extra jobs. 
 
We keep hearing about the urgent need for the re-opening of the rail link between Tavistock and Bere 
Ferrers, enabling people to commute from Tavistock to Plymouth by rail and taking the pressure off the road 
route between the two, but like the Callington Road development, with which it is closely connected, there 
still seems to be no action taken towards actual delivery of this project. 
 
CPRE West Devon joined local residents in successfully opposing the extension of the Yelverton Business 
Park, in an area on Dartmoor and in an AONB.  
 
We await with interest the opening of the new whisky distillery at Princetown on Dartmoor. Although we 
shared the reservations that many local people had about the design of the building (was it necessary to 
build the distillery in the style of a Scottish highland distillery, rather than adapt it to suit the local vernacular 
architecture?) and the effect of more commercial traffic on the local area, it is nevertheless good to see the 
arrival of a new business venture in the area, and we hope that it delivers its promise to bring jobs and 
prosperity to the area. 
 
Finally, it was very nice to see so many of our members who attended our Countryside Access event at 
Bridestowe, earlier in the year.  
 
 
 
NORTH DEVON & TORRIDGE DISTRICT – Penny Mills.  Tel: 01392 966737 
 
The Joint Local Plan that has been in preparation for over 10 years is now coming out for consultation on 
further amendments (ordered by the Inspector) in July.  We made various responses and representations to 
this Local Plan and we will wait with interest to see whether it is finally adopted.  Three North Devon and 
Torridge Town Councils are now working on Neighbourhood Plans - Great.Torrington, Northam and South 
Molton.  It will be interesting to see how these develop. 
 
Developments for large numbers of new houses, mostly unaffordable to local people, continue to be applied 
for throughout the district.  Many of these schemes have been in the planning process for a considerable 
time and are still awaiting a decision.  The area around Bideford/Northam/Abbotsham is seeing vast 
numbers of new houses applied for and built.  But where are the jobs, services and infrastructure to go with 
all this new development? 
 
Recently an outline application has been submitted for 170 new houses in Holsworthy.  This is in addition to 
the many new homes already being built.  We have submitted an objection to this latest proposal. 
 
Residents in the Hartland peninsular reported to us their concerns about the varied impacts from the 
increasing industrialisation of farming, particularly intensive dairy farming, in the area -  in terms of noise, 
smell of slurry, health effects, air pollution, damage to lanes from increased volume of large vehicle traffic 
etc.  This is an issue which is now widespread throughout the county and we continue to monitor. 
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CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND 
DEVON BRANCH  

  

REPORT AND ACCOUNTS  
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016 

  

Administrative address  
PO Box 26  
Beaworthy  
EX21 5XN  

  

The Trustees present their report and accounts for the year ended December 31, 
2016.  

References and administrative information    

The Trustees who served the Charity during the year were:  

Robert Barfoot                 Resigned as Chairman April 22, 2016      
Rebecca Bartleet  
Margaret Hall   Resigned August 9. 2016 
Rosemary Jessel  Elected as Chairman April 22, 2016 
Peter Finch     Vice Chairman 
Hedley Hunter    Honorary treasurer  
The following Trustees were elected on August 9. 2016: 
  Ivan Buxton 
  Michael Scott 
  Philip Bratby 
  
Robert Barfoot and Rosemary Jessel undertook, in turn, the day to day 
management of the Charity, as delegated by the Trustees. 

The independent examiner of the accounts of the Charity is Mr Graham White 
FMCA of Bulworthy Cottage, Stony Cross, Bideford, Devon EX39 4PY.  

The Charity’s bankers are Barclays, Exeter Branch.  

The Charity has a web site www.cpredevon.org.uk which contains considerable 
information about its activities.  
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Structure, governance and management  

Campaign to Protect Rural England – Devon Branch (CPRE Devon) – was set up 
as a charity in April 1996. The board of Trustees is drawn from interested 
individuals who are able to contribute their knowledge and expertise to carrying 
out the various activities of the Charity. New Trustees are appointed by the 
existing Trustees.  

The Charity is managed by an Executive Committee which comprises the 
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary Treasurer, Membership Secretary 
(currently a vacant position) and Branch Director. The Trustees sit on the 
Executive Committee as well as the officers.  

 

Objects and activities  

The objects of the Charity are “to promote and encourage for the benefit of the 
nation the improvement, protection and preservation of the countryside of Devon 
and its towns and villages and the better development of the rural environment”.  

The Charity fulfils its obligation to enjoy charitable status by delivering the 
following benefits to the various communities in Devon:  

• By considering applications presented to the local planning authorities to 
ensure that the benefits are enjoyed by the wider community.  

• By holding meetings at both District and Branch levels that are open to 
members, local government councillors or similar, and representatives of other 
relevant interest groups throughout the County.  

• By being available to members and non-members alike as a source of advice 
on how to respond to proposed developments that might affect them.  

• By providing the Charity’s website – www.cpredevon.org.uk – which has 
become a key enabler for the membership, the media and other visitors to the 
site to understand some of the key problem areas in Devon.  

• The CPRE Devon website has thus become a repository of the work 
undertaken by the Charity, and also provides each District with a Home Page 
of its own where any visitor to the site can discover what may interest them 
and the wider implications for Devon as a whole.  

• Funds bequeathed to the Charity in 2013 are being used for the further 
education of children of all ages on countryside matters of all types, in 
accordance with the terms of the bequest.  
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Financial review  

The Charity’s principal income is support from the National Office of CPRE of 
approximately 50% of the subscriptions it receives from members resident in 
Devon. The Charity also receives grants from various organisations and bequests, 
donations and gifts from supporters in Devon. In 2016 this income includes the 
following; 

 National Office support     £22.287 
 Grants from ACRE and National Office   £  6.800 
 Donations from supporters in Devon      £  1.649 

Reserves policy  

It is the policy of the Trustees to maintain unrestricted funds, which are free 
reserves, at a level sufficient to provide services and equipment in compliance 
with its objects for a period of at least 12 months.  Restricted funds are set aside 
of such amounts as are appropriate to provide specialised services and equipment 
in accordance with the restrictions attached to the funds as required for all future 
charitable requirements.  

  

Approved by the Trustees on April 20, 2017 and signed on their behalf by   

  
Rosemary Jessel, Chairman.  









Page 5

£ £
2016 2015

Investments and bank balances
  Unrestricted funds Note 2 128,587         129,998        
  Restricted funds Note 2 79,704           89,789          

TOTAL ASSETS 208,291         219,787        

The funds of the Charity

Unrestricted funds Page 6 128,587         129,998        
Restricted funds Note 6 79,704           89,789          

TOTAL FUNDS 208,291         219,787        

 

Approved by the Trustees on  April 20, 2017
Signed on behalf of the Trustees by:
Rosemary Jessel Hedley Hunter

Chairman Honorary treasurer

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

BALANCE SHEET AT DECEMBER 31, 2016

The notes on pages 7 to 9 form part of these financial statements
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Unrestricted Restricted Total 2015
funds funds

£ £ £ £
Receipts
  Voluntary income Note 3 32,314      1,501         33,815     79,112     

Payments
  Charitable activities Note 4 30,092      11,586       41,678     28,991     
  Governance Note 5 3,633        -                 3,633       2,491       
Total payments

33,725      11,586       45,311     31,482     

Excess / deficit for the year 1,411-        10,085-       11,496-     47,630     
Balances at January 1, 2016 129,998    89,789       219,787   172,157   
Balances at December 31, 2016 128,587    79,704       208,291   219,787   

 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2016

The notes on pages 7 to 9 form part of these financial statements

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
INCLUDING RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
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1 Accounting polices
Basis of the accounts
The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost convention and in
accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities - Statement of Recommended
Practice (SORP 2005).
The trustees have decided that a receipts and payments accounts is the most appropriate
form in which to present the charity's operations.

£ £
2 Investments and bank balances 2016 2015

Unrestricted funds
M&G Investments - at cost 16,257          16,257          
  The published valuation of this investment at 31/12/2016 is £23.374
Scottish Widows deposit account 27,114          27,033          
Barclays current account 33,261          85,156          
  Virgin Money deposit account 50,120          -                    
District bank accounts 1,835            1,552            
Total unrestricted investments and bank balances 128,587        129,998        
Restricted funds
Barclays Wendy Lawrenson current account 9,389            3,172            
United Trust Bank deposit account 67,397          76,310          
Virgin Money deposit account 2,918            10,307          
Total unrestricted bank balances 79,704          89,789          

3 Receipts
Receipts are made up of the following;
Unrestricted funds
  Share of national subscriptions 22,287          23,983          
  Donations, grants and bequests 8,449            52,525          
  Fund raising activities 417               -                    
  Investment income 1,161            1,273            
Total receipts of unrestricted funds 32,314          77,781          
Restricted funds
  Interest on deposit accounts 1,501            1,331            
  Donations and bequests -                    -                    
Total receipts of restricted funds 1,501            1,331            

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND DEVON BRANCH

DECEMBER 31, 2016

Registered Charity No. 245317
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6
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£ £
2016 2015

4 Charitable activities
Unrestricted funds
  Branch Director's fees 13,000          8,500            
  Grants and campaigning costs 10,500          3,290            
  Advertising and promotion 4,120            
  Production and distribution of annual report and newsletters 596               801               
  Mileage 938               583               
  Website maintenance 716               444               
  Cost of organising competitions -                    -                    
  Other small expenses 222               373               
Total payments from unrestricted funds 30,092          13,991          
Restricted funds
  Payments from Wendy Lawrenson bequest:
  Contribution to Naturally Healthy Schools project 7,500            15,000          
  Grant to Pengelly Caves 3,038            
  Prizes for competitions 1,048            
Total payments from restricted funds 11,586          15,000          

5 Governance 
  Secretarial salary and related costs
  Meetings 946               542               
  Office exenses 1,381            536               
  Communications 884               1,009            
  Insurance 422               404               

3,633            2,491            

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2016
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6 Restricted funds Balance Utilised in Arising in Balance
01/01/2016 the year  the year 31/12/2016

£ £ £ £
Wendy Lawrenson bequest including interest; -                  
   Children's education 85,807      11,586    1,450          75,671        
   Shebbear 3,982        -              51               4,033          

89,789      11,586    1,501          79,704        

A grant of £7.500 was made to the Naturally Healthy Devon Schools project under an agreement 
signed with the University of Plymouth on March 3, 2015.
Interest of £1.501 was received during the year on bank deposit accounts holding unused funds
from the bequest.

7 Trustees and employees
No trustee received any remuneration from the Charity although mileage and other out of pocket
expenses incurred on the Charity business were refunded in certain cases.
The Charity has no employees.

These notes form an integral part of the accounts set out on pages 5 and 6

CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND DEVON BRANCH
Registered Charity No. 245317

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2016
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