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Dear Neil,   

Thank you for your email of 5 August to Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP on behalf of the Director 
of Devon CPRE, Penny Mills, about the installation of solar panels made using forced labour.  
I appreciate how important this matter is to the group and I am grateful to you for contacting 
my department on their behalf. 

I very much hope you will understand that due to the role of ministers in the planning system 
it would not be appropriate for me to comment on the application in question, but I hope that 
Ms Mills finds the following information helpful.

As stated by the local planning authority, where materials are sourced from is not a material
planning consideration when determining a planning application, and this cannot be 
controlled through the planning process. The use of materials would only be a planning 
matter if they had an impact on the appearance of the development and for the purpose of 
protecting the amenity of the area.

Local authorities can attach conditions to the grant of planning permission in order to 
enhance the quality of a development. The Government’s policy is set out in the National 
Planning Policy Framework, which states that planning conditions should only be imposed 
where they are necessary, relevant to planning and to the development to be permitted, 
enforceable, precise and reasonable in all other respects. It is for local authorities to consider 
what conditions are appropriate on a case-by-case basis.

If a development is being carried out without complying with any associated planning 
conditions or differs from that shown on the plans approved and no consent has been given 
for this change, it may be subject to enforcement action. However, any enforcement action is 
at the discretion of local authorities and it is for them to decide what, if any, action to take 
depending on the particular circumstances of each case.

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) is aware of this issue 
and is concerned about the recent reports of forced labour in the mining of quartz and 
production of polysilicon and the implications this has on the global solar panel supply chain. 
In January, the Government announced a comprehensive package of measures to help 
ensure no UK organisations are complicit in the serious human rights violations being 
perpetrated against the Uyghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang. BEIS has provided detailed 
and specific guidance to UK businesses, and will continue to engage businesses, including 
on these latest allegations.



TEMPLATE FRAMEWORK – NOT TO BE USED FOR SUBMISSION 
OF DRAFT ANSWERS

The solar industry is also aware of the issue. Solar Energy UK (SEUK), the leading trade
association for solar companies in the UK, has led the industry's response so far. They have
issued an industry statement, committing to support the development of a supply chain 
traceability protocol, and have also developed an industry briefing to make sure all members 
are fully up to speed on the relevant UK legislation and international frameworks on human 
rights, sustainable supply chains, and sustainable mineral extraction. This includes:

• the UK Modern Slavery Act,
• the UK Government supply chain and labour due diligence principles,
• the UN foundational principles on human rights
• the ILO Conventions on Global Supply Chains
• the OECD due diligence framework on mineral supply chains

SEUK has also been working with other industry bodies to support a coordinated response at 
an international level, specifically with the Global Solar Council, the US Solar Energy Industry 
Association, Solar Power Europe, the Canadian Renewable Energy Association, the UK 
Renewable Energy Association, and techUK. SEUK is also more informally engaging their 
members to better understand what sustainability and due diligence practices they already 
have in place for their supply chains, to inform the development of an industry protocol.

On the matter of human rights violation, this falls under the jurisdiction of the Cabinet Office 
and I would recommend that Devon CPRE contact them for further information. 

I trust this information is helpful and I thank you for writing on this important matter.

Yours ever,

EDDIE HUGHES MP
 

 
 


